Blzarre plots planned hy Speedwag; bumber
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- Brett :C Kimberlin sthemed to
‘elude 1usu-:e with a series of bizarre

plots ‘designed to murder. maim and -

rob his " enémies, create havoc -“al
_Speedway and discredit the chief gov-
_ernment prosecutor.

- These .plots occurred as lawmen

-_——=—

ﬂther names. hehm.red to be pEr

: snns who cheated Kimberlin in :lrug

“deals. were marked by dollar signs.
They were to” he mughed up and
robbed.

“THERE WERE six to he kl]IEl:l

~ two or.three to be roughed up_and one

or lwo were lo l:rE ruhhed“ a source

followed the trail of the man who “ gaid . ; :

“terrorized Speedway with bombs in-.

1978. They were revealed to The In-
'dlanapulm Star last"week alter a feder-
al jury. mnvmt!ad KJrnbErlm ‘of the
-bombings.. . °

* QN SHEETS of y-&luw Ir:.gal pai
Kimberlin asked another inmate in the
‘Marion L‘:qunty Jail ‘o arrange ‘for' the

‘murder of Bernard. L. (Buddy) Pylitt.

' the former first.assistant U.S. -atlorney
whn coordiffated his prose

» The offer contained a list ul’ 10

-names. including a- potential .prosecu-
- tion witness, Robert. Scott Bixler. Some
names had _E_ros_s_es next lo thgrn
These “indicaled :those’ marked for
murder. ,i_i}wa_s learned. - | .
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“Instead of ln]lnwmg lhrﬂugﬁ on.”
H_mhi:l:lm s offer. the inmate tipped. of
authnnues

~*.In 'a " second Epmnde ,Elmberlm _—Pylitt in full” view of the- videotape:
‘wanted to convince lawmen of

his
innocence so he . asked another " jail
mma.l.e in wnhng.—-tu create - a diver:
sion. . 2= :

Kimberlin pledged 10 _give 1he in-
money o post bail.. Then the
-inmate Was supposed to.plant’a bomb

TR

“— made with the identical components .
used in the eight Speedivay blasts —

in thE West.slde suburb, 5
THE EXPLOSION was lo be nmed

[

s -::reatmg the |n1prE55|un an‘rﬁﬁ‘g,_pnhce
that-Kimberlin.could. not be the real
Speedway bomber. Again. the inmate

riotified. invesligators. -

_~ -Kimberlin_harbors-a special hatred
i'nr Pylitt. referring to him. as “Ponti-
us™ Pylitl- The diminuitive bnmher g

outlined a special plan for. him.
In his distinctive ~printed style

script. .Kimberlin noted Pylitt was a .

.bachelor and. therefore. vulnerable. A

jail inmate == a third one-— was-urged ~

th ‘arrange for. a woman lo seduce

cameras -0f-a privale investigator.

“Pylitt- has political ‘ambitions.”
Kimberlin wrote. “He wanls -1o. be
governor.” Kimberlin ) 0_em:

‘barrass. and discredit him wnlh T.hE_
videolaped: sexual escapade.  And. for..
“the third lime. Kimberlins letter found

its way o the prosecutor’s files. ’

" A simjlar scheme was pmpu*ed to_ "
discredit Bixler.

THE [H"-"EETIGATI'DM nl' the

when E}‘mberlm was. hehmi"hars lhus SPEEdHE‘}‘ hr.:lmbmgs Inltuwed a {W1$1.

i

Ed =eratl lhat starl.ed wllh the mur-dEr

-of a housewife near the shaduw:- of -

the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and
wound its way to-Ohio. Texas. Colom-

- bia.and back to Indianapolis. it
Alung the way. detecr.wes found

maimed bodies. - broken families,

strange relationships and injernalional -

drug smugglers. _.—
The trail ended as it hegan - thh
a-brutal murder. -

‘On -Saturday. July 2, 19‘?3. Julia

- Scyphers.- a. 65-year-old grandmother. .
was in her Iwang room- chatting with,
- her-granddaugh

ters at her small home

al. 1651 Cunningham Drive, Speedway.

About”3-p.m:. a- man~Krnocked on-

'he door asking about it ;
OO0 aSKIN B2 DOLLS0MeE: ems’she - in Florida, Mexico aod Hawaii.

had displayeq at a garage sale.

When Mrs. Scyphers went uuls::le'_..."*

lo the garage o stiow”him the.it2ms..

he slipped a .25-caliber. pistol .from ‘his . -lationship with.Debbie and her moth-;:
black briefcase and shot her once i --@r.:
~ 1he back -of the-head. She slumped:-io-
: I1hé floor. beside the pmﬂi-.car e

A Nm?sE described as the sound
L [

| g

of a falling' TV tray. drew the atténtion -

of her husband. Fred. 68."and he saw a .

man pulling uut ol ‘the dnv&wa}r ina

late-model car. : R T

Speedway p-:}h::e were punled “n;..r
lhe murder. “She hali no ememies:
they said.

- Bul. she did. mn-esl:gamr:; learned”

her daughter. Sandra Barton., was a
close. .very close. friend. of ‘Brett C.

' Kimberlin. The re]atmnsh‘fi belween -

the pdir was complicated by his
strange affection for Mrs: Barton’s pre-

‘teen, dau ghter Debbie.

Inves['galcrrs learned Debbie. ac-
conipanied-Kimberlin on_sevefal 1nng,

Unsuperwsed trips. including holidays-

'ﬂeﬁ ‘Scyphers_ viclently dmap-—
proved of -Kimberlin's ques'nﬂnahle re-.

The. concerned- grandmother:

.f-

mranged for .Debbie- and® her sister.. .

- Shari. “to leave their mother’s” home’
S-:e KlMEERLl"‘u Fage 'IE 7r
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= * C-nnﬁ“d From Page 1’
" and move in with her.
SEPARATED FROM Debbie. Kim-

- berlin-threatened suicide. -
The invesligalors were 1old Kim-

*_berlin_was a-Broad Ripple busipess. -

man who owned a- store Lhal sold

nalural foods and Earth Shoes and a
.- cale thm's-:_rw.-d only health foods. He
. was a vepelarian who practiced tran-

scendental medilation. * -

Bul. the fashionable Business alr

.p-tartd 1o be an elaborale cover-up.

. Narcolics delectives had long counted = -
~ Kimberlin' on their fml. of I'I'Iij!l:l' rmar-

juana smugglm

Police ' added the drug smugglmg -
10 the - we;rd Juha..&:;rphers—ﬂ:ndra ;

' . Barton-Debbie relationship and, began
-a-quiel inquiry into his background. -
. A month later. Er:pt 1, within an

'hnur three bombs blasied Lhe quiet -

. suburb. Over the next live days. there
- were live additional explosions.
" Although the blasis seemed 1o be
‘.. el in arcas where they would causé
ﬂmnage bul mol. injury. an_ exploding
<ym bag ‘in the parking lot of Speeds
: :. way High School hurled Carl 1), e-
- .-Tong into the air, shattering his leg ¢t

“r.was later ampulated) and i injuring his -

- 'wile, Sandra.

:". 'EVEN BEFORE the last bomb
.- blasL. lecal agents from the Treasury
-_Dﬂ:lari.ment's' Bureau of  Alcohol. To-

* bacco and Fircarms (ATF) j'l:lll'l.'l.‘.'d i

hundred -man lask force m'ucsI.Jga'lmg
 the f:phsmm.
Al the head were ATF apents Ber-

nard C. (Ben) hﬂhaus- 37. and Palncil. :

- M. Donovan. 3I.

Neihaus. an Indmnapnlu native,
was "born on Palmer Strect nn dhe
Southside just across the sifeel from
* Sacred Heart School. His mother. He-

7 len Neihaus., once was vice-chairman
-+ of the county Democralic Parly.
Ddnovan, a veteran of nine years’

_nl_AIqum_mwed-Mre—fmm‘lumdmhhcahw

. Milwaukee after he oblained a degree
 from Wisconsin State Universily.
Carefully gathering lragments and

Brett C. Kimberlin in 1978
Wearing Depariment of Defense
uniform

.ﬂ.s ag«enls sorled out. dcl.aur.?.. lhe

w.lnfr ok a Westside. prinl shop called-
:nwslrgaturs from the US. Army lo®
report a customer asking him lo-repro- -
‘duce military drivers licenses and oli-’

er government malerials.

AH'UI*'-" INVESTIGATORS, -pyzaied
by " the ‘incident. called FBI agent.
Chester Jackson. sl

_On Sept. 20, 1978.-Army deleclives ©
saw a litltle man., dressed as a. s'tv:uritj.'
guard. drive up lo the prinl shop m a
while 1970 Chevrolel Impala.

Aboul: that time Jackson an:wﬂ-d--

He went inside to check oul the com-
plainl and asked .lhe securily guard

Hmhaus.. -
“*He poinled to Ihe .r.mlcnse. bear

" ing the initials BCHK." and/ 1 went -

blank.” -Neihaus. Lestified: “Then 1 rec.
agnized the blue-and-while plastic cov-

+ ‘ers. They were Mark Time limers- [
- was stunned.”

. Neihaus quickly calld his parlm';r

- Pal-Donovan, who called Pylit}. order,
" ing preparation of a second! search
_ warrant, this one [or the suitcase.

e INEIUE THE Suilcase, lh-el.' discov-
rrl:dlhekwlnthebmnhngcm—
Jdimers . modified. 1o lurn- on . electric

To currenl lead shol. dry-cell -baltery. .

Later lab reports showed 1races of a
~ chémical found only in Tovex.

+ =" Federal investigalors learned laler

thal’ événing Lhal Lhe search of " the
Jachsnn Counly - properly — lal:er
" called a Kimberlin. family retreal —
'unmwrr.-d a buried steel tank. The
tapk held “1,000 pounds of marijuana.
‘Because they could not determine the
_owner of the drug.: it was confiscaled
" as contraband. bul no one was arresl-
od.

“IL-was™ a big 'daj"""'.'if:haus ac-,

knowledged.

" Later. agenls would learn_ Kimber-
lin and his construction workers
~ bought #bme explosives " in 1975 Lo

~tilast away roeck so Lhe:.- muld bury. ™"

the steel Lank, :

"They bought the t:pluswes. wo
cases of Tovex 200 — the same explo-
sive later linked to Lhe Speedway
bombs —-aP the DuPonl sales wuel at
Belmont: Ind. ,

.ABOUT TWO WEEKS .alter he

was-arrested, Kimberlin was released”
from jail. The charges were dropped-

because state and federal proseculors
wanled 'lo dig deeper inlo his back-
ground and decide whether he should
be “charged -on  slaté or lederal

charges.

- the secrel air sirip. under the eye-ﬂr

w
E L=

These iz information the Memiedes.

was really stored in Indianapolis for a

while before il was Laken Lo the Da;r' ;

ton body shop. -~ -
“We think it was al the home of a

Kimberlin girlfriend.” said a source. .

“Al the lime. she was a law clerk for

U3 Magistrate  Thomas Faulconer.

Faulconer's office is next door Lo the

“oflice occupied by thn“lq:'.eral prosecu-
.- lors. The closeness caused some wor-
"ry that sensilive information might be

lcaked Lo Iﬁm‘n-eﬂm I"H:r leak was ever
detected.”

Around. Feb. 8. 1979, Neihaus and *

Donovan: were- surpriséd when a Tex-

~as-hased customs agent called them

ﬁl}ng about Bixler, -
BIXILER. & pilol.

and learned he was a suspecled. drug

-traflicker. .. The computer -reported

more information cnvuld h-e ﬂhlamr.-d
from Neihaus.

When Neihaus des:m‘n-ed Rn‘nb-e'r '
lin, the cusloms agent said Kimberlin -

was sltanding next _lo Bixler in tHe
aurl:rnrt. n'

Infarmed about Kimberlin's links
to the marijuana smuggling irade. cus-
toms agents began Lo check him oul

They discovered he and other Hoo-

. siers were openly renling heavy equip-

menl lo carve a secrel airsirip and a
road out of the sagebrush.

In facl. Kimberlin and his aides
operated so openly. some local drug

traffickers pot out of the dedl. “He will _

cither get arrested or rohl:n:d and
killed by rival drug gangs.” they said.
~On Friday night. Feb. 16. 1973,

the federal agents. The walchers wail-

wAR 1r_u-m|.-' n -
~rent a small aifplane - al ‘an airport
near Alice..Texas. The customs apgent.
playing a hunch. entered Bixler's
name in a national'. crime compuler--”

iOnce. a source re;aued Kimberiin 24 until US, Navy radar screens spot
beapped—that—his—brother. &mt_h;d_led a.lumbering airliner-overthe Gull

Erell C: Klmherlrn 5 ]970 ChEvmle_l :
“Car in which bomb components Inund

ordered Lo Texas whtrc he talked with -

Kimberlin. - Kimberlin denied the
Speedway bor¥bing -and involvernent

: mﬂqe"pnthnmhmg

© & 71 was just going fur a ride in the
sert one night. doing nothing, illegal.
apd 1 got busted. It ‘will all be cleared
up in a few days.” Kimberlin prodict-
.
~Neihaus obtained phc:{u:s of the
‘nine men: arrested in the ~Texas pol

. bombing.” He brought them back to

Indianapolis and showed them to Fred
E-I:Jrn]m
“This is the guy Lhal came lo lhe
door thal day.” Scyphers told Neihaus.
“But 1 want to see him. m person
before 1 swear to iL”

MNeihaus “huddled with 'i'lianan:

County Proseculor Steven Goldsmilh
who issuetl a murder warranl for the
man. William (Billi Bowman of West
‘Manchester. Ohio. -

BU'WMAH‘ uuL on bond on the

- When. the rouline request was re-
fused. Jackson ordered Lhe security
guard to sit in a chair. Jackson intend-

“wilh a- [amous

traveled 1o India where he supposedly of Mexico, headmg for Sﬂuth Texas)

studied transcendental medilalion THE NAVY called the customs
He said his  apents; who radiced the -watchers.

Texas caper. was arrested on Feb, 21 jour years in jail,

and appeared in Marion County Mu-
nicipal Court on March 1. =
Fred Scyphers was in the audience.

“wilness.

debris at the bomb sites for sludy by  ed to take the man's name and let him

brother learned the hidden arts of the

‘Federal drug agenls scrambled on lwo

. According 1g sources. Kimberlin *
knew the Strails were helping police in

~:the.Julia Scyphers murder probe. He
" once Iried to gel Neihaus to invesli-

gate ‘the Strails, who took in Sandy
Barfon's daughters afler their grand-
mather was murdered. Infarmants re-
ported Kimberlin left the bag at the

.. Strait residence to frame Lhem for the

Speedway bombings.

On March 14. 1979, only three days
aller Lhe explosives were discovered
by Mrs. Strail. Fred Scyphers died. of
cancer at his Speedway home.”

On May 24. the Marien Counly
Grand Jury declined 1o indict William
Bowman for the murder of- Jdlia
Scyphers. With thg death of the chief
there was no case agamsi
him:

 IN NOVEMBER. hlm[o_erl:n en .
I‘.f.-r'&d a guilly plea o a comspiracy

-charge in {he Texas marijuana smug-

gling case. He was senlenced to serve

Kimberlin was lried on the Spe:d
way bumhmg case in Seplember 1980,
A lederal jury was unable to- reach a |
decision -on the bombing charges. bur.

convicted him of impersonating_a fed: §

=

a-nﬂ—t-n—t-mi—l-he-aurhner

and wdentified Bowman.
i a_S_q:ml‘mrs

—AFF-crime-la omments tater- hesaw him-try—Pysterious-East

tors soon learned the bram Weng:
caused by crude but elfective bombs,
"The devices used modified blue:and

_ituf_!ﬂaﬂjlmr_apphamﬁwnﬂﬂn
send Sparks from & Gvolt dryvoeell

battery through an ‘electric” blasting ..

.Cap shoved into one or more sausapge

ke tubes of Tovex 200 Tovex 5 a°

waler gel explosive prndum:l o re
place d}rnamﬂe

AS ATF AGENTS and Mher police-
men tracked persons who bought the
timers at their only local sales outlel
Graham _Electronics. others tried 1o
uncover a molive for.lhe blasts.

Kimberlin seemed to be the only
one with a possible meolive — 1o dis-
tract police attention from™ the
scyphers ‘murder ‘and delay or hall

. Their quiel investigation of him.

= . The reported sirategy didn’t work.

. Filty ‘to 100 ATF agenls poured into -
indianapolis and began a 24-hour sur-
veillance of  him, snappmg p|t:1ure-s
from hidden ‘locations.

The piclures were mixed with oth:

. ers and shown Lo sales clerks al the
Graham_ slores lo see if dhey could

pick. out the.man who bought the -

LimeTs.
+They said Kimberlin looked |1|-i-L‘"
Lhe man.

e eat some of the lake 1'I'Il||1.3l-‘jr li-
. CeNses, . -

_._——G.ulFm-g"mE_ﬂl'l_ of the US. dis
Incl -attorncy (or inslruclions, he was
lold if the- man  wouldnl give his,

name. he, should be  jailed. Jackson
complicd
The next day, .lar.'ks-:m was lalking

1o, Pylitt and Kennard P. Foster. an

assistant U.S. “atlormey. and Foster
asked il the security guard ever |dema

Tied himsal,

“¥YA." DRAWLED Jé:hsnn._
said his name was Kimberline or

ollhmg ‘i

¢ name rocked Pylilt and Fos-
ler. “Damn. we're looking al that guy
in ,the -Speedway bombings.” Pyliti
snapped. :

The government lawyers quickly
sel in motion a two-pronged allack.
One was directed st " oblaining a
search warranl for the 1970 Impala.
The other wenl to Jackson  County
where Kimberlin -was supposed . o
have & hideoul lucked in the Hoosier
National Faresl. near Huslon. -

When FBI agent Jack Yara popped
open the Chevy's trunk. he bent over
and began inventorying the contents.

Then he let oul a yell and molioned to

-'H.ﬂ' r

-and-pas:
to him. “*Brett brageed the cops might

arrest him but would never hﬂ:l_ﬂ_hlr‘l'l._den“—[.ng covered- lm—aj-ﬁ:_"p and (he

You'sec. hie claimed his brother taught
him how, vilate and disappear. He
said -l jusl could disappear [rom
pail. s

After several requests. Mrs. Harltrn

agreed 10 an interview with ‘Neihaus
and Dormovan. It took’ place on the

evening of Nov. 17, 1978 — the same.
‘night four young persons who worked -
“al a Speedway Burger Chel restaurant

were kidnapped and slain. Mrs. Barton
lold-a story thal was later: e:n:pand-ed
into-an alibi for Kimberlin, ‘

AALTHOUGH surprised by 1he
~evenl. investigalors never have been
able 1o establish any credible link
between Lhe Burger Chel myrders and
Lhe bombings.) .

Searching for Kimberlins Mer
cedes-Benz sedan. invéstigators locat-
ed il in'a Daylon (Ohiol repair shop.
Kimberlin later lestified the car was
lowed Lhere when it developed electri-
cal problems on Sepl. 13, 1978 -

The scheme. was thwarled wl‘rzn

pilols couldn'l land. 1 have Lo aborl.”
the  pilel radiced  to’ Kimberlin'® and

company. *1 am out of fuel and pol to

fand.”
The plane. a four-engine DE% wias
Carrying 10.000 pounds .of high- -grade

Colombian marijuana wrapped in bur. -

lap. As the pilot headed [or Lthe airporl
at. Colulla. Texas: aboul 100 miles

away. the aircrew Kicked the ‘million-
dollar cargo out the door. Texas police. -

riding ‘horses, later found marijuana

" bales SIrewn across 125" miles of de:

serl. - .
Meanwhile, the walchers arrestnd
the Kimberlin gang afler a wild chase
through the lumbleweeds and sage:
brush. They confiscaled an arsenal of
weapons. including a fuluristic elec
tronic stun. gun ﬂ%@ TASAR. pis-
tols with silencers. ARETS rifles, poison:
tipped bullets and ‘makeshifl !aecunt}'
guard uniforms.

AFTER THE grreﬁl, Neihaus was.

A Jederal prand jury mduﬂ.ed Kim-
berlin in the Speedway-bombing case
Feb. 28 :
March 1. Neihaus was home
when he gol a call from Auslin. Texas
It was Sandra Barion's sister. Patricia
Strail. who had worked closely wilh
police Lo help solve the murder of her
mother. '
““You better sit down. you wonl
believe this.” she predicled.

under -a cedar tree next to my house.
1 found timers and explosives.”
A surprised Neithaus told her nol to
touch the bag. He dispaiched an ageni
from the ATE office al Auslin o lake
charge of the explosives.

THE BAG contained blasting caps.
biuve-and-white Mark Time timers. an
‘AR-15 rifle and 14 plastic-covered sau-
sages of Tovex 200 with factory miark-
ings that led right back 1o the Iwo
cases of Tovex bought by Kimberlin at
Belmont. Ind.. in 1975

——eral"oflicer and ofher minor.charges. -

" Seotl E. Kimberlin, was murdered in a -

* gAR:13 rifle purchased at the Quidoor .

“I: was -
raking my yard and found a sack .

Judge James E. Noland ordered hlrn
1o serdée a 12-year lerm.
~ On Oct. 20, 1920. atl Daylon. Elhm

robbery. He was shol with whal is
beligved 1o be his own gun. IL was an

Sporls Headqudriers. Daylon. on Sepl.
13. 1978. by a relative of .2 man sus
pected of working with Brett in drug
schemes. The man . bought a box of
223 caliber bullets al the same time.

ON SEPT. 20, 1978 Bretl Kimberlin
was arresied after he gol out of a 1970
Chevrolel: boughl al Daylon on Sepl.
13. 1978. Federal agents found a box of
223 ammunition bought from the Oul
door Sporls Headquarters in the'tronk

of the white Chevrolel.-:

Last Thursday. a federal jury-con-
victed Brett Kimberlin of the SWEd

' _way bombing charges.

He laces several lifelimes in pris
on. He said he will appeal. H: s 2
years old.
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